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                                            The Ipswich Junior Eisteddfod Society Inc. 

         

    Speech & Drama Schedule  

  

2026 

  

       THE 80th 
 

      SPEECH & DRAMA   

        EISTEDDFOD        
 
 

  

Dates:  Monday 27 July 2026 to Friday 31 July 2026 

Entries Close: Friday 12 June 2026 – *via Comps Online* 

    Venue:  Auditorium, Central Church Ipswich  
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Guest Adjudicator for 2026 

 

Helen Galea M.Ed  B.Ed  ASDA LTCL  Cert Theo  Cert IV Esol 

 

Helen has been teaching for over 40 years.  Most recently in the Solomon Islands where she enjoys 

tutoring adult students in English.  Until the last couple of years she has been teaching Speech and 

Drama at Somerville House in the Junior School and St Thomas’s Catholic School at Camp Hill.  Currently 

she is a Supply Teacher at Somerville House.  Helen has adjudicated several Eisteddfods and Drama 

Festivals around Queensland and loves appreciating and encouraging the talent of all competitors.  She 

views adjudication as an Absolute Privilege. 

During her teaching she has been committed to and dedicated to her role in developing a love of drama, 

speaking and listening skills in many students over the years, growing confidence and performance skills. 

Helen has been married for many years, and with her husband has three adult children and 10 beautiful 

grandchildren.  Helen loves travelling with her husband.  

She is thrilled to be visiting Ipswich and looks forward to being entertained by all the competitors at the 

Ipswich Eisteddfod. 
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    ENTRY RULES AND CONDITIONS 

Entries close on Comps Online portal – 11.59pm on Friday 12 June 2026 

NO LATE ENTRIES will be accepted.  

Age is reckoned as of 1 January 2026.    

Entry fees will not be refunded if the competitor is unable to attend the eisteddfod for any reason.  

 

Fostering a nurturing environment for children to perform  
   
  

 

 

Speech & Drama Section   
Venue – Auditorium, Central Church Ipswich, 20 Limestone Street, Ipswich, Qld, 4305  

Entries Close:         Friday 12 June 2026, 11.59pm 

Eisteddfod Dates:   Monday 27 July to Friday 31 July 2026 

Awards Evening:     Wednesday 12 August 2026 at 7pm (same venue) 

Convenors:  Gillian Chant & Kathy Wilson     

  

Speech & Drama Section Sub-Committee   

Gillian Chant, Krystie French, Sandra Harle, Celestine Stokes, and Kathy Wilson 

  

 

 

Eisteddfod Dates and Venues 20 22   
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IJES CONTACT INFORMATION  

 

Contact Name Contact Details 
Patron Thomas Keenan secretary@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com 

General Enquiries Laura Marsden secretary@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com 

President Janine Tirant president@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com 

Vice President Georgia Spark vicepresident@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com  

Secretary Laura Marsden secretary@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com 

Treasurer Morgan Bartle treasurer@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com 

Awards Coordinator Susan Boyle awardscoordinator@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com  

Members’ 
Representative 

Vacant  membersrep@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com 
 

Speech Convenors Kathy Wilson  
Gillian Chant 

speech@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com 

Music Convenors Nicole Spark 
Krystel Wilson 

music@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com 

Dance Convenors Morgan Bartle 
Brooke Ridley 

dance@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com 

  PO Box 4366, Raceview, Qld, 4305 

  www.facebook.com/IpswichJuniorEisteddfod  

  www.ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com  

 

                                                                   

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
  
Ipswich Junior Eisteddfod Society Speech & Drama Section respectfully acknowledges the 

Traditional Owners as custodians of the land and waters we share. We pay our respects to their 

elders past, present, and emerging as the keepers of the traditions, customs, cultures, and stories 

of proud peoples. 

 

The Ipswich Junior Eisteddfod Society Management Committee and Section Sub-Committee thank 

organisations, businesses, and individuals for the generous support shown through their 

donations.  
  
And special thanks to those who have sponsored prize moneys, medals, medallions, and trophies 

as acknowledged throughout the programme.   
   

mailto:secretary@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com
mailto:secretary@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com
mailto:president@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com
mailto:vicepresident@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com
mailto:secretary@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com
mailto:treasurer@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com
mailto:awardscoordinator@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com
mailto:membersrep@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com
mailto:speech@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com
mailto:music@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com
mailto:dance@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com
http://www.facebook.com/IpswichJuniorEisteddfod
http://www.facebook.com/IpswichJuniorEisteddfod
http://www.ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com/
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DONATIONS  

  
All donations of $2.00 and over are tax deductible.  

 

Donations may be paid by EFT via details below. Please notify the Convenor via email of your donation 

so a receipt
 
can be provided electronically and provide the name or family name you would like 

acknowledged in the programme for your donation. Thank you for supporting IJES Speech and Drama 

section!  

 

Ipswich Junior Eisteddfod Society Inc.   

 
Bendigo Bank   
 BSB:  633 000     
 ACC: 137 263 513  
 Reference for your deposit (Your Surname+Speech)  

 

ADVERTISING AND PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL   
   
During the Eisteddfod, photographs may be taken of competitors and posted on IJES’s Facebook 

page.  It is important that the section convenor is advised if a competitor does not want 

photographs or videos taken and used for promotional purposes.  Please email with the details.    

 

Photos may be published on the Ipswich Junior Eisteddfod Society’s website, Facebook page, 

Ipswich First publication and for general advertising purposes.   
  
http://www.Facebook.com/IpswichJuniorEisteddfod  

  

GENERAL EISTEDDFOD RULES  

It is important that competitors and teachers read the following rules:  

1. These rules apply to Music, Dance, and Speech & Drama sections of The Ipswich Junior 

Eisteddfod Society Inc.  

2. Rules and Conditions as printed in the Schedules and Programmes are valid for, and continue 

to be valid for, the period of the Eisteddfod.  

3. Competitors, teachers, parents, and guardians will be regarded as being conversant with the 

rules of the Society. Lack of knowledge will not be accepted as a bona fide reason for the 

infringement of any rule.  

http://www.facebook.com/IpswichJuniorEisteddfod
http://www.facebook.com/IpswichJuniorEisteddfod
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4. Items are open to amateurs only.  "Amateurs" are persons who do not earn the major portion 

of their income from the practice of Music, Dance, or Speech and Drama. Amateurs include 

individuals who have spot-parts in theatrical performance, concerts, sporadic events, and 

advertising campaigns.   

5. Competitors compete at their own risk.  

6. The Committee reserves the following rights:    

• to amend the programme as necessary.  

• to refuse any entry.  

• to ask any competitor to provide proof of age.  

• to appoint a substitute adjudicator.    

• to adjudicate on any misinterpretation of these rules.  

• to adjudicate on any issue not covered by these rules.  

• to divide an item if there are excessive entries.  

• to cancel an item if there are insufficient entries.  

• to combine age groups if there are insufficient entries.  

7. Decisions of the Committee are final and binding on all matters.  

8. Protests must be in writing, signed, and lodged with the convenor within half an hour of the 

reason for the protest occurring.  Protests must be accompanied by a $10.00 fee.  This amount 

forfeited if the protest is considered invalid or is over-ruled by the Committee.  Protests can be 

made only by competitors, their teachers, parents, or guardians.  

9. The adjudicator's decision is final within the bounds of the Rules and Conditions.  

10. The adjudicator has the discretion, following concurrence with the Committee, to withhold a 

prize.  

11. All awards and bursaries are awarded at the discretion of the Adjudicator and/or the relevant 

committees.  

12. Adjudication sheets will be available, free of charge, at the conclusion of each item.  These 

may be obtained at the rear of the venue.  

13. Competitors, teachers, parents, guardians, or other interested parties shall not discuss 

competition-related matters with the adjudicator.  Communication with the adjudicator at the 

adjudication station is forbidden.  All enquiries are to be directed to the Convenor.  

14. Competitors must report to the Conductor of Sessions before the start of an item.  Permission 

to compete will not be granted to any competitor who has not reported before the final 

performance has begun in an item.  

15. Competitors must not perform out of the order as printed in the programme, without prior 

permission of the Convenors or authorised person present.  

16. All persons wishing to enter the venue must purchase an entry ticket.  Competitors may 

present their Acknowledgement Statement (receipt) for free admission to the session in which 

they are competing, but not to other sessions.   



Ipswich Junior Eisteddfod Society Inc.                                                                            Speech and Drama 2026  

  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

    7    

  

17. Naked flames or fuelled lamps will not be allowed on stage under any circumstances.  

18. Any competitor who uses a prop in an unsafe manner, or who acts in a manner that could 

result in personal injury or property damage, while on stage or backstage, will be disqualified.  

19. If a 240V extension lead is required, it will be provided by the Convenor. Please notify the 

Convenor one (1) month prior to the start of the Eisteddfod.  

20. Competitors must always wear suitable footwear when side stage.   

21. Photocopying facilities are not available at the venue.  

22. ALL Competitors MUST present themselves to the Session Presenter ahead of their item.  

23. ALL competitors MUST remain with their fellow competitors at the front of the auditorium 

until the placings and/or results for that item have been awarded.  

24. The Ipswich Junior Eisteddfod Speech and Drama Committee reserves the right to withdraw 

prize money from items with an insufficient number of competitors.   

25. No competitor may perform a piece they have previously performed at an Ipswich Speech 

Eisteddfod.  
 

We promote student development, aiming to provide appropriate challenges for all competitors.  

 

Speech and Drama Section Rules  
  
1. All items are Own Choice unless otherwise stated. A copy of Own Choice pieces must be 

provided for the Adjudicator. Labelled folders will be placed outside the performance venue 

before the start of each session.    Selections must be endorsed with the item and competitor 

number in the top, right hand corner; placed in the correct order within the folder. Folders will 

remain on the table until the beginning of the item.   

2. Own Choice pieces must be suitable to be performed publicly at a junior eisteddfod and not 

previously performed at the Ipswich Junior Eisteddfod. (Exceptions allowed for the Silkstone 

Memorial Items).  

3. Own Choice pieces cannot be used for more than one (1) item in the Eisteddfod (exceptions 

allowed for the Silkstone Memorial Items). 

4. Set pieces are available through the Convenor to ensure the correct version is used.   

5. Prompts may only be given from the Adjudicator’s table.   

6. Competitors in Impromptu Reading and Improvisation Items, who are not present when called 

by the Conductor of Sessions, will be automatically excluded.     

7. Awards and Bursaries will be awarded by the Adjudicator. See Awards and Bursaries.   
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8. To be eligible for the Aggregate Awards competitors must perform in each of the following 

sections:   

    

a. Recitation Australian Poem OR Non-Humourous poem   

b. Prose Speaking   

c. Impromptu Reading   

d. Character Poem OR Character Recital       

   

9. The Aggregate Awards will be given to competitors who have performed and attained the 

highest combined aggregate points in the relevant items. Aggregate points are given based on four 

points for 1st place, three points for 2nd place, two points for 3rd place and one point for VHC and 

HC place. In the event of a tie, the adjudication marks will be used to determine the winner.  

  

10.  MUSICAL THEATRE - Musical Theatre item must contain at least 50% dialogue and the 

remainder as dramatic communication through integrated singing, acting, dance/choreographed 

movement. Competitors to provide own music. The competitor will be marked on 

characterization, staging, and understanding of context. If possible, age ranges will be catered for.  

11. There is a full weighted electric piano for your accompanist to use (we do not provide an 

accompanist). Or you may choose to use your mobile phone and provide your own speaker/s. 

Please be sure to arrive early to perform all necessary sound checks.   

12. First place winners in individual or bursary winners are not eligible for Encouragement 

Awards.   

13.  In the Humourous Verse and Humourous Prose items, a costume and/or a prop may be used 

for the purpose of enhancing the performance.   

14.  In the Prepared Bible Reading items, the New Living Translation Bible will be provided. 

Competitors may either:                 a) Read the text directly from the Bible   

                                                             b) Read from a printout of the text placed in the open Bible  

15. TIME LIMITS are maximum times and will be strictly enforced. 30 sec warning bells for 

improvisations, mimes, speeches, ‘one minute please’ has a 10 second final bell.  

16.  Competitors in individual items may perform only once in any item, while exemptions can be 

made for partnered items to allow odd numbers of competitors to participate.  

17. Australian verse – any Australian poet – any style – ballad, narrative, or lyric. CANNOT be non-

humourous. 
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VOLUNTEERS  

The Ipswich Junior Eisteddfod Inc. operates solely with volunteers.  Their help and assistance is 
priceless in the roles they fill including scribes, front ticket sales, and announcers.    

We would appreciate offers of assistance in filling any of the roles, as without volunteers we would 
not be able to successfully run the eisteddfod.   Please email if you can assist in any of the positions 
in Speech and Drama.    

 

CODE OF ETHICS  

Performers are expected to afford the same consideration to other entrants as they would expect 

for themselves.  To ensure that adequate consideration is given, we ask that you understand and 

abide by the following rules:  

• Remain seated while performances are in progress.  

• Do not attempt to intimidate or distract performers at any time 

• Give due acclaim and encouragement to each other in the spirit of friendship that the 

Eisteddfod movement has fostered over the years 

• Maintain silence from the time that performers appear on stage until the end of the 

performances 

 

AUDITORIUM RULES  

SILENCE  

Members of the audience are requested to maintain silence and to remain seated during 

performances, adjudications, and announcements.   

 

Doors will be closed and entry to or exit from the venue will not be permitted during 

performances.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHY/RECORDING   

Under copyright law and child protection requirements, the use of all recording devices is strictly 

forbidden.  

 

MOBILE PHONES  

All mobile phones must be switched off or silenced whilst in the venue.   
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PRIZE ALLOCATIONS    

 

Individual  
10 years & under Medallions to 3rd place 
11 & 12 years Medallions to 3rd place 
13 to 20 years Prize money to 3rd place 
  
Duologues/Pairs/Groups  
8 years & under Medallions to 3rd place 
10 years & under Medallions to 3rd place 
14 years & under Prize money to 3rd place 
  

   Choirs    Prize money and trophies 

  
  

 

AWARDS AND BURSARIES      

 Speech and Drama Awards Night will take place on Wednesday 12 August 2026 at 7pm in the 

Auditorium, Central Church Ipswich, 20 Limestone Street, Ipswich.  Please note it in your diaries!  

 

The Most Entertaining Performer Award (light-hearted) in character items, donated by Jennifer 
Howard MP. 

The Andrew Chant Memorial Prize for Most Original Composition Poem, chosen by the 
Adjudicator 

The Anne Briggs Memorial Prize for Australian Bush Verse. Anne was an enthusiastic IJES 
supporter, having watched multiple generations of family and friends compete. Donated by Gillian 
and the late Andrew Chant.  

The Pat Costello Memorial Award for the most effective interpretation in impromptu reading 
items. Pat Costello (Sonter) was a popular Speech Teacher, supporter of Ipswich Eisteddfodau and 
mentor to many young people of Ipswich and districts.  Donated by Gillian and the late Andrew 
Chant 

The Anne England Trophy for Humourous Verse or Prose, chosen by the Adjudicator.  Donated by 
Anne England.  

The Central Presbyterian Church Award for Prepared Bible Readings.   Book prizes donated by 
hosts.  

The Special Education Awards. Donated by Gillian and the late Andrew Chant.   

The Communication, Speech & Performance Teachers Inc.   Book award for Most Promising 
Performer.   
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The Australian Speech Communication Association (ASCA) award for impromptu speaking items. 

     And the Drama Award trophies, donated by Kathleen Wilson. 

 

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARDS               

                  For the following age groups, at the discretion of the Adjudicator.  

  

 

 

 

 

AGGREGATE AWARDS  

For awarded points in Recitation Australian or Non-Humourous Poem, Prose Speaking, 

Impromptu Reading, and Drama items (in either Character Poem or Character Recital)   

                                                    

  

 

 

BURSARIES  

                    For the most talented in both Speech and Dramatic Items.  

 

 

   

 

The Margaret Charles Memorial Award  

For the ‘most promising all-rounder’ (who hasn’t won another award) in the current eisteddfod - 

selected by the Adjudicator.  All age groups will be considered. Margaret Charles was a popular 

Ipswich Speech and Drama teacher and author of speech texts used for graded examinations across 

the English-speaking world. 

Prize money donated by The Ipswich Junior Eisteddfod Society Inc. 

Award Recipients will be contacted via email directly to the parent to attend the Speech and Drama 

Section’s 2026 Presentation of Awards in Ipswich Central Church Auditorium. 

8 years and under Prize money 
9 – 10 years Prize money  
11 - 12 years Prize money 
13 – 15 years Prize money 

16 – 20 years Prize money 

12 years and under Prize money 
13 – 15 years Prize money 
16 – 20 years Prize money 

8 years and under Prize money 
9 – 12 years Prize money 
13 – 15 years Prize money 
16 – 20 years Prize money 
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COMPETITOR ENTRY FEES 
 

Solos                                  $10 
Pairs & Duos                     $20 
Drama Groups                 $25 
School Group Choirs       $25 

 
VENUE ENTRY FEES   

    

   Session Tickets  Season Tickets  

   Adults  
 

$7.00  $30.00  

   Concession   
 

$6.00  $25.00  

 

• Ticket sales are cash or EFTPOS.  

• There is no charge for competitors to enter the sessions in which they are competing.  

• Season Tickets for teachers are available at the door.  

• All other adult patrons are required to purchase a ticket for entry. 

  

SOLO SECTIONS 

 
The Andrew Chant Memorial Prize for Most Original Composition Poem Item. – Entry Fee $10 

 

1. Must be a poem (verse and free verse permitted) 

2. Original composition must be written by the competitor 

3. Piece must be emailed as a PDF to speech@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com two weeks before the 

commencement of eisteddfod (by Monday 13 July 2026) 

4. Competitors must perform piece from memory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:speech@ipswichjunioreisteddfod.com
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       Silkstone Eisteddfod Memorial Items  Entry Fee $10 (in addition to set solo fees for below 3 items)

   

  

Each competitor will perform a thematically linked program consisting of three individual Own 

Choice pieces:  

 

i) A poem  e.g. Bradley the Python by Andrew Chant 

ii) A selection of prose e.g. Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame 

iii) A piece of drama (character poem or character recital)  e.g. Mr Fox from Fantastic Mr Fox 

– Roald Dahl 

 

 

The pieces may be performed in any order 

For this item ONLY a competitor may choose to perform a piece/pieces that they have 

already performed during the current eisteddfod or in a previous year’s eisteddfod.  

 

Time limits listed are an overall time limit and include all links and pieces 

Use of costume and/or props is optional  

  
10 years & under (max time Limit: 6 mins)        
11 & 12 years  (Time Limit: 8 mins)  
13-15 years  (Time Limit: 10 mins)  
16-20 years (Time Limit: 13 mins)  

Open Age (Time Limit: 15 mins) 
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Items and Sections for 2026 

 

SOLO ITEMS 

 

   
Special Education Poem (Own Choice) Entry Fee $10 
   
   
 12 years and under  
 13 - 15 years 

16 years and over 
 

   
 
 

  

Recitation Non-Humourous Poem (No Costume; Own Choice) Entry Fee $10 
   
   
 8 years and under  
 9 and 10 years   
 11 and 12 years  
 13 – 15 years  
 16 – 20 years  
   
   
   
   
Humourous Verse or Prose (Own Choice; costume & single 

prop optional) 
Entry Fee $10 

   
   
 6 years and under  
 7 years  
 8 years  
 9 years  
 10 years  
 11 years  
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 12 years  
 13 to 15 years  
 16 to 20 years  
   
   
Prose Speaking (No Costume; Own Choice) Entry Fee $10 
   
  Time Limit 
 6 years and under 1 min. max. 
 7 years 2 mins 
 8 years 2 mins 
 9 years 2 mins 
 10 years 2 mins 
 11 years 2 mins 
 12 years 2 mins 
 13 to  15 years 3 mins 
 16 to 20 years 4 min. max. 
   
   
Prepared Bible Reading (Scroll down for set pieces from 

NLT version) 
Entry Fee $10 

   
   
 8 years and under  
 Matthew 7: 24 – 29  
 9 and 10 years  
 Luke 15: 1 – 7  
 11 and 12 years  
 Matthew 5: 1 – 10  
 13 – 15 years  
 Isaiah 41:8-13  
 16 - 20 years  
 Proverbs 3: 1 – 12  
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Impromptu Reading (Chosen by Adjudicator) Entry Fee $10 
   
   
 8 years and under  
 9 years  
 10 years  
 11 years  
 12 years  
 13 to 15 years  
 16 to 20 years 

 
 

 

   
Character Poem (Costumes encouraged; Own 

Choice) 
Entry Fee $10 

(Max time limit applies)   
 6 years and under 

7 and 8 years 
9 and 10 years 

 

  
 
 
 

 

Prepared Mime (No costume; theatre blacks 
permitted; Own Choice)   

Entry Fee $10 

   
   
 8 years and under 1 min  
 9 and 10 years 2 mins 
 11 and 12 years 2 mins 
 13 to 15 years 3 mins 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Ipswich Junior Eisteddfod Society Inc.                                                                            Speech and Drama 2026  

  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

    17    

  

 
 

Australian Bush Verse (Own Choice; minimal costume 
permitted)   

Entry Fee $10 

   
 10 to 12 years   
 13 to 15 years 

16 and over 
 

  
 

 

   
Recitation Australian Verse Own Choice Entry Fee $10 
  

8 years and under 
9 and 10 years 
11 and 12 years 
13 to 15 years 
16 to 20 years 

 

  
 

 

Character Recital (Costumes encouraged; theatre 
blacks accepted) 

Entry Fee $10 

   
  Max. Time 
 8 years and under 2 mins 
 9 and 10 years 2 mins 
 11 and 12 years 3 mins 
 
 
 
 

13 to 15 years 
16 to 20 years                                                                           

3 mins 
4 mins 
 
 

   
Improvisation (Set by Adjudicator; 30 sec. 

prep; 30. Sec before final bell) 
Entry Fee $10 

   
  Max. Time 
 10 to 12 years 1.5 min max. 
 13 to 15 years 2 min max. 
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Shakespearean Recital (Costumes encouraged; Own 
Choice) 

Entry Fee $10 

  Max. Time 
 13 years and over 6 mins 
   
   
   
   

Andrew Chant Memorial  (Original Composition Poem)  
Refer to earlier in the schedule 
for details 
 

Entry Fee $10 
 
 

Silkstone Eisteddfod Memorial (Thematically linked trio of 
pieces) 
Refer to earlier in the schedule 
for details 
 

Entry Fee $10 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Prepared Speech  (Set topics; 30 sec. warning bell 
& final bell) 

Entry Fee $10 

   
  Time Limit 
 10 years and under 2.5 mins 
 “Our family ritual is…”  
 11 and 12 years 3.5 mins 
 “I am most grateful for…”  
 13 to 15 years 4.5 mins 
 “My future dream job is…”  
 16 to 20 years 6 mins 
 “There is only one good, 

knowledge and one evil, 
ignorance…” Socrates 
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One Minute, Please! (30 sec. prep; bell rung with 10 
sec. remaining; Adjudicator’s 
choice) 

Entry Fee $10 

   
   
 10 to 12 years 1 min 
 13 to 15 years 1 min 
 16 and over 2 mins 

 
 

   
   
  

 
 

   
Musical Theatre (Own Choice; see Rule 15) Entry Fee $10 
   
  Time Limit 
 20 years and under 4 min max. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ipswich Junior Eisteddfod Society Inc.                                                                            Speech and Drama 2026  

  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

    20    

  

GROUP AND DUO ITEMS   
   
Poems in Pairs (Costume optional; Own 

Choice) 
Entry Fee $20 

   
   
 6 years and under  
 7 and 8 years  
 9 and 10 years  
 11 and 12 years 

 
 

   
Improvisation in Pairs (Set by Adjudicator; 30 sec. 

prep; 30. Sec before final bell) 
Entry Fee $20 

   
  Max. Time 
 8 to 10 years 2 min  
 11 & 12 years 3 min  
 13 to 15 years 4 min  
 16 years and over 5 mins 

 
   
Group Drama (Min. 3 performers; costume 

encouraged) 
Entry Fee $25 

   
  Time Limit 
 12 years and under 10 mins 

 
 

   
Duologue (Inc. Shakespeare; Own Choice) Entry Fee $20 
   
  Max Time 
 10 years and under 3 mins 
 11 and 12 years 3.5 mins 
 13 to 15 years 5 mins 
 16 to 20 years 6 mins 
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Speech Ensembles Thursday 30 July at 9.30am 

Set Piece and Own Choice (OC 
needs to contrast set piece)  

Entry Fee $25 

 Prep to Year 3  
Animal Alphabet –  
Andrew Chant 
Years 4 – 6  
Anthills and Dirt Roads - 
Andrew Chant 
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PREPARED BIBLE READING 

 

8 Years and Under 

 

Matthew 7:24-29 

 

Building on a Solid Foundation 

24 “Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house on solid 

rock. 25 Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that 

house, it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock. 26 But anyone who hears my teaching and doesn’t 

obey it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand. 27 When the rains and floods come and the 

winds beat against that house, it will collapse with a mighty crash.” 

 

28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 for he 

taught with real authority—quite unlike their teachers of religious law. 
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PREPARED BIBLE READING 

 

9 and 10 Years 

 

Luke 15:1-7 

 

Parable of the Lost Sheep 

15 Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. 2 This made the 

Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was associating with such sinful people—even 

eating with them! 

 

3 So Jesus told them this story: 4 “If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost, what will he 

do? Won’t he leave the ninety-nine others in the wilderness and go to search for the one that is lost until 

he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he will joyfully carry it home on his shoulders. 6 When he arrives, 

he will call together his friends and neighbours, saying, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost 

sheep.’ 7 In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to 

God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away! 
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PREPARED BIBLE READING 

 

11 and 12 Years 

 

Matthew 5:1-10 

 

The Sermon on the Mount 

5 One day as he saw the crowds gathering, Jesus went up on the mountainside and sat down. His 

disciples gathered around him, 2 and he began to teach them. 

The Beatitudes 

3 “God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him,[a] 

    for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 
4 God blesses those who mourn, 

    for they will be comforted. 
5 God blesses those who are humble, 

    for they will inherit the whole earth. 
6 God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice,[b] 

    for they will be satisfied. 
7 God blesses those who are merciful, 

    for they will be shown mercy. 
8 God blesses those whose hearts are pure, 

    for they will see God. 
9 God blesses those who work for peace, 

    for they will be called the children of God. 
10 God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, 

    for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A%201%20%E2%80%93%2010&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23214a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A%201%20%E2%80%93%2010&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23217b
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PREPARED BIBLE READING 

 

13 to 15 Years 

 

Isaiah 41:8-13 

 

8 “But as for you, Israel my servant, 

    Jacob my chosen one, 

    descended from Abraham my friend, 
9 I have called you back from the ends of the earth, 

    saying, ‘You are my servant.’ 

For I have chosen you 

    and will not throw you away. 
10 Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. 

    Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you and help you. 

    I will hold you up with my victorious right hand. 

11 “See, all your angry enemies lie there, 

    confused and humiliated. 

Anyone who opposes you will die 

    and come to nothing. 
12 You will look in vain 

    for those who tried to conquer you. 

Those who attack you 

    will come to nothing. 
13 For I hold you by your right hand— 

    I, the Lord your God. 

And I say to you, 

    ‘Don’t be afraid. I am here to help you. 
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PREPARED BIBLE READING 

 

16 to 20 years 

 

Proverbs 3:1-12 

 

Trusting in the Lord 

3 My child,[a] never forget the things I have taught you. 

    Store my commands in your heart. 
2 If you do this, you will live many years, 

    and your life will be satisfying. 
3 Never let loyalty and kindness leave you! 

    Tie them around your neck as a reminder. 

    Write them deep within your heart. 
4 Then you will find favor with both God and people, 

    and you will earn a good reputation. 

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart; 

    do not depend on your own understanding. 
6 Seek his will in all you do, 

    and he will show you which path to take. 

7 Don’t be impressed with your own wisdom. 

    Instead, fear the Lord and turn away from evil. 
8 Then you will have healing for your body 

    and strength for your bones. 

9 Honor the Lord with your wealth 

    and with the best part of everything you produce. 
10 Then he will fill your barns with grain, 

    and your vats will overflow with good wine. 

11 My child, don’t reject the Lord’s discipline, 

    and don’t be upset when he corrects you. 
12 For the Lord corrects those he loves, 

    just as a father corrects a child in whom he delights.  

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%203%3A%201%20%E2%80%93%2010&version=NLT#fen-NLT-16433a
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School Speech Ensemble  

Adjudicator’s Set Piece 

Prep to Year 3 

 

 

The Animal Alphabet  

 

By Andrew Chant  

 

Our world is home to animals 
That live in oceans blue, 
In sandy deserts, and forests green, Here are but a few—  

Ants, Bears, and Caterpillars, 
Are at the beginning of my list. 
So are Deer and Elephants 
(And Frogs should not be missed).  

Giraffes come next, then Hummingbirds, That’s the tall and small of things. 
Then come Iguanas and Jellyfish 
(They provide the stings).  

24 Amazing Animals  

Kangaroos and Lions too, Are animals we must respect. As are our oceans’ Manatees (Whom we must 
protect).  

Then Newts and Otters, Pigs and Quokkas, Rhinos and Salamanders, 
Tigers, and sweet Umbrella birds 
(That nest on our verandahs).  

Vultures, Wasps, and X-Ray fish, Yaks, then lucky last, 
Come zany Zebras on my list— Our world is truly vast!  
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School Speech Ensemble  

Adjudicator’s Set Piece 

Years 4 to 6 

 

Anthills and Dirt Roads  

By Andrew Chant 

 

We see the kangaroo feed on outback grasses, Watching closely as a camel passes; 
A stranger roaming in his land, 
Leaving stranger footprints in his sand.  

We see the goanna hunting for a meal, He’s looking for an egg to steal. 
His agile tongue will never rest 
Until he finds a fallen nest.  

We see the wedge-tailed eagle soar on high, Like a fighter jet, it tames the sky. 
It’s so graceful in the way it glides. 
A desert mouse runs and hides.  

We see the thorny devil take a drink, 
But not the way that you would think— Drops of dew creep up his skin, 
Across his mouth, then drip within.  

We see the bilby under midnight skies, My torch reflected in her eyes. 
She’s exploring the Acacia plants, To find a feast of honey ants.  

We see many anthills dot the plains, Under threat from flooding rains. On dirt roads I travel in this space; 
A guest in this ancient place.  

 

 

 

 

 

End of 2026 Schedule 


